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0 forget the perſonal reſentments, 
T to obliterate the private diſputes, 
which may endanger the ſafety of the 
commonwealth, has been juſtly rank- 
ed amongſt the higheſt exertions of pa- 
triotic virtue, The facrifice of paſſions 
. ee 
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ignoble in their origin, and contracted in 


their views, to thoſe of an higher, and 
more expanded nature, is perhaps the de- 


finition, as it ſeems to conſtitute the eſ⸗ 


ſence, of true magnanimity. Nor have 


inſtances been wanting in which the 
happineſs of a nation has been due to an 
union of parties, till then influenced by 
mutual jealouly, 4 and excrciſed 1 in unre- 
—Yet, to the misfor - 
tune of RR, * may be remarked, 
that ſuch exertions of beneficence may 
be conſidered in the ſame light with 


thoſe productions of nature, which not 
only command admi ration by their ſplen- 
dor, but deriye eſtimation from their 
ſrarcity, GO Es WORM 


A coalition of parties, deſigned for na- 


| tional p and directed to national 


ON ect 95 


CI 9 

objects, has ſeldom been effected under 
other circumſtances, or produced by other 
occaſions, than the preſſure of extreme 


calamity, and the exigency of univerſal 
diſtreſs. But an union of adverſe fac- 
tions, formed on very different principles, 
and actuated by very different motives, 
1s by no means a rare event in the an- 
nals of political hiſtory. | Such combi- 
nations have more frequently reſembled. 
the Confederacy of robbers, than the 
aſſociation of patriots ; and have rather 
involved the oppreſſion. than e che 


preſervation of the country. 


The eſtabliſhment of ſome criterion, 
by which we may diſtinguiſh the views, 
and aſcertain the motives, of evety coali- 
tion, ſeems peculiarly neceſlary at the 

a preſent o when the ſudden reconcilia- 

is tion 
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tion and union of two parties long op- 
poſed by adverſe principles, long embit- 
tered by mutual injuries, has preſented 
a new phœnomenon to the political 
world. And ſince the confederacy, thus 
: ſtrangely formed, has been the ſource of 
a material change i in the adminiſtration 
of this kingdom, it may be proper to 
| analyſe 1 its component parts, and to in- 
quire whether! it is juſtified by principles 
9 public ſpirit, and political conſiſt- 
; ency 3 and whether it is attended by a 
proſpect of benefit, or of detriment to 


the real Intereſts of the people. 


The ſincerity of wok a coalition, and 
its tendency to the public advantage, = 
may, I apprehend, be determined by the 
following conſiderations. If amongſt 
the parties there are many who, uncom- 
pelled 


(5.9 
pelled by immediate neceſſity, have con- 
ſented to ſhare that power they might 
| themſelves have ingroſſed, it may at 
leaſt be hoped of them, that, in the 
participation of intereſts and of counſels, 
| they are actuated by a laudable with to 
ſtrengthen the adminiſtration of govern- - 
ment. Should it alſo be obſerved, that 
the differences which created, and the 
; feuds which embittered, their former ſe- 
paration, were merely perſonal, or ſolely 
relative to a few particular meaſures, 
and thoſe, perhaps, of a ſpeculative na- 
ture, we may diſcover yet further cauſe 
to indulge a candid and liberal expecta- 
; tion. If, in addition to theſe circum- 
ſtances, we perceive, that ſuch a coali- 
tion cannot, in its probable conſequences, 7 
enſure to the parties the immediate en- 
 joyment of power or profit, though it 
Hy 
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may procure eſſential advantage to their 
country, We may then conſider 1 it's mo- 
tives, nay, we may almoſt venture to 
conclude them to be honeſt and ſincere. 
On the contrary, ſhould it appear to be 
the only poſſible means of gratifying the 


views of intereſt and ambition—ſhould 


it be obſerved, that their former hoſti- 


lity aroſe from a diſagreement in the 
| moſt eſſential principles, from a direct 
and conſtant oppoſition 1 in meaſures, and 
from the moſt perfect repugnancy be- 
tween their general ſyſtem of policy 
ſhould their preſent union appear to be 
formed at the critical moment, when 
alone it could ſecure che acquiſition of 


miniſterial i importance, though till then 


rejected with mutual indignation we 


may ſurely be permitted to doubt, whe- 
ther ſuch a z confederacy derived its origin 


from 
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* 
from juſt and honourable motives; we 
may heſitate, at leaſt, in conferring the 
excluſive praiſe, which belongs to the 
5 exertions of diſintereſted virtue, T 


of the parties that compoſe the pre- 


ſent coalition, the firſt that preſents it- 
2 ſelf to our view, is that which adheres 
| to the ſtandard of a noble lord, who for 
ſeveral years held the firſt department in 


adminiſtration, and under whoſe go- 


vernment (whether by miſconduct or 


misfortune) our preſent calamities had 


their origin, and almoſt their comple- 


tion. Let us examine whether the noble 
lord, or his adherents, can or ought to 
unite with their late inveterate adver- 
faries, e ach 


We will, in a ſuppole lord 


North, if not aQually right in all his 


principles 


4 

t (8) 

* | | 

1 principles and meaſures, to have acted 

] at leaſt on a firm perſuaſion of their juſ- 

of tice and expediency. The party whoſe ; 
. oppoſition to every part of his ſyſtem 
. was conducted with ſuch uncommon 
a : vehemence, and purſued with ſuch in- 
it ceflant acrimony, he regarded (or at 


leaſt he repreſented) as the factious ene- 


— A 
2. ut. a or 


3 mies of public tranquillity ; as the au- 
| | dacious patrons of rebellion ; as the ef- 
| | _ ficient cauſe of the diſmemberment of 
1 the Britiſh empire. By what ſudden | 


conver fon are Licentiouſneſs and F action 
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become the choſen handmaids to Peace 0 
and Order? By what wonderous coin- 
 cidence of events are thoſe who 
were lately the moſt prone to diſ- 
turb, held forth as the fitteſt to direct, 
the operations of government ? By what 


magic incantation are ſeditious dema- 
. 8 Bogues 


(9) 
gogues metamorphoſed into real pa- 
triots? The plaſtic power that created 
theſe fantaſtic forms, can only be deter- 

mined by their deeds, the uſual criterion 

that refers a ſupernatural appearance to 
| divine direction, or infernal combina- 
; tion. 


The character of the noble lord will 
perhaps furniſh a key to this almoſt i in- 
ol comprehenſible myſtery. I mean not to ö 
diſcuſs the ſuppoſed merit, or the im 
peuted iniquity of his former public con- 
4 duct; his more private and perſonal 
1 qualities may account for his preſent 
= verſatility. The habitual indolence, the 
A _ charaQteriſtic phlegm of his temper, 
J renders it inacceſſible to more than a 
temporary impreſſion of benefits, or of 
injuries. The afſiduity of ſervice, may 
=— indeed 
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indeed excite a tranſient kindneſs ; the 
acrimony of oppoſition | may awaken a 
momentary reſentment ; but the proſ- 
pect of eſſential intereſt ſeems to be the 
only tye that can ſecure his fixed and 
permanent attention. The maxim of 
Swift, That men are grateful | in pro- 


portion as they are revengeful, appears | 


whimſically reverſed in his lordſhip's 


diſpoſition. To the moſt reſpectable of 
his friends, he 1 is ſaid to be cold and un- 


gracious; to the: bittereſt of his adver- 


ſaries, placable and attentive: and leſs 


rewards have been conferred on the ſer- 
vices of diſintereſted attachment, than 


have been yielded to the threats | of un- 


provoked. ene 


The her Dn that remains, to be 


examined, is that which was for many 
years under the banners of a deceaſed 


. 


marquis, 


1 E 
marquis, and is now nominally headed by 
a noble duke, but really by the once 
redoubted enemy of the old adminiſtra 


tion. Amongſt the various deſcriptions 
of men in oppoſition to that ſyſtem, this 
party had been diſtinguiſhed, not only 
by its number and importance, but by 
its ardour, its perſeverance, and its con- 
ſiſtency. Nor were its councils dire&t- 
ed, or its efforts employed in the ob- 
ſtruction of ſome detached meaſures, or 
in oppoſition to a few particular branches 
of the ruling ſyſtem : they were repug- 
nant to every eſſential principle; they 
were abhorrent to the whole plan of 
policy which miniſters had thought 
Proper to adopt. It was their political 
creed, that the noble lord and his aſſo- 
ciates had made corruption the ground 
and baſis of their government; that they 
ec 3 "5. 
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( 12 ) 
| had purſued it with an indecency, which 
the moſt profligate of former times 
would have bluſhed to behold ; and car- 
ried it to an height that menaced de- 
ſtruction to public liberty. The Ame- 
rican war, they maintained, odious as it 


was in its principles, and ruinous in its 
effects, formned a part only of the ex- 
tenſive plan of arbitrary power, and was 
but a minute rill from the pernicious 
fountain of corruption. An iniquitous 


and ſhameleſs traffic of jobs, a wanton 


profuſion of the public treaſure, a de- 
termined hoſtility to every ſcheme of 
improvement or reformation, were urg 
ed as proofs that the continuance of 


fuch men in office would be pernicious 


to the intereſts, and fatal to the conſti- 
tution, of Britain.” Nor can theſe decla- 
rations of the Rockingham party be 


" merely 
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merely confidertd as effuſions of · inte- 
reſted zeal, as the ſallies of temporary 


reſentment; they appeared to flow from 


the moſt ſettled principles, and to reſult 
from the deepeſt conviction. 


The queſtion therefore returns, and 


returns with redoubled force to them, 
Whether they ought to unite with lord 
North in forming an adminiſtration, | 
and to reſtore the influence of ſuch a 
miniſter to any ſhare in the operations 
of government? Would they have us 


impute their inveterate oppoſition of ſo 
many years to ſedition ? Their moſt ſo- 
lemn declarations to malevolence and 
8 calumny? Or muſt we ſuppoſe either 
their new friends, or themſelves, fo 
| weak, fo infatuated, ſo childiſh, in un- 
. ** as to perſevere half their 


lives | 
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lives in an error, which the conſideration 


of a ſingle moment could have pointed 
out ? No pretence of this kind has indeed 


been held forth; nor have either party, : 
as yet, had the courage directly to avow 
a deſertion of their former principles and 
profeſſions. But may it not be aſked, 
7 Whether ſuch a deſertion is not become, 


to one or other of the aſſociating parties, | 


indiſpenſably neceſſary? Or whether 


they can, by any other method, cordial- 


ly agree, and jointly conduct an uniform : 
or a ee ſyſtem? 


The ſubject matter * the principal 
Aülpute, is now, we are told, at an end, 


by the recognition of American indepen- 
dence; and, it is ſaid, a great leader of 


one party has even ventured to declare, 


that no dl tiference i in wind ſentiment Vahle 


a 


> 
NY 


n 


( 5 F 
at preſent between them: yet, way we not 
be permitted to aſæ, what is become of 


| | 
_ controverſy concerning the influence of 
the crown, and the corrupt application 
of that influence by the old adminiſtra- 


tion? In what manner have they con- 
in to adjuſt their differences on the 
ſubject of national expenditure, and the 
profuſion which, under the ſame. mini- 


ſters, was ſuppoſed to pervade every de- ; 


| partment of the ſtate? By what means 
have their diſcordant ſentiments; on the 

| ſubje&ts of repreſentation, and the dura- 
tion of parliaments, been ſo eaſily, and 


ſo conveniently reconciled? When theſe, 


and a variety of other topics, ſhall again 
be diſcuſſed in parliament, will it not be 
rather a ludicrous ſight, to obſerve the 


ſeveral members of the coalition draw- 


ing different ways, and purſuing con- | 
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trary intereſts : Will it be eaſy for how, ; 
in the conflict between opinions the moſt 


incongruous, and principles the moſt 


adverſe to each other, to avoid A recur- 
9 rence. to that perſonal aſperity they have 
habitually indulged ; and a return to 
thoſe ſentiments of mutual animoſity, 
which injuries ſo atrocious, which in- 
ſults ſo galling, had implanted in their 
8 breaſts ? Let them not, therefore, too 
„„ 
dently foretell, the happy conſequences 


of an union, which, to the mind, of 


every impartial obſerver, neither pro- 
miſes the harmony of nee nor 
the gw of O- 


We RY "OY TY . n vari- 


ous are the ſentiments, ſo Aucuating 1 the 


Views of mankind, on luden of a po- 
| hitical | 


( 5) 


litical nature, that ſhould we affix cen · : 


ſure to every coalition, the component 
parties of which had, by a contrariety 
of opinion, or a diverſity of ſyſtem, 
been formerly engaged in public hoſtili- 


ty, it would be impoſſible ever to form 
a junction, though - the neceſſities of f 
the ſtate, or the voice of the people, 0 
ſhould loudly demand it. That an 
union of ſuch kind may, in in certain i in- | 


ſtances, be founded in honourable mo- 


x tives; that it may de directed to the 
ends of public advantage, has been ad- 
mitted, nay expreſily inculcated, by the 
foregoing obſervations; The rahcour of 
perſonal reſentment may indeed be ſoft- 
ened, the ardour of public contention | 
extinguiſhed, when ſome caſual oppoſi- 
tion of intereſt, ſome partial Er 19 - 


of 400 has given it birth. Tri 
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injuries may be pardoned; venial errors 
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the ſhrine of general and real utility— 
: but the advocates of the preſent union 
ME take a wider field ; they muſt afſert 
that, in the breaſt of a politician, no re- 

ſentment, however noble, no objects, BD 4 
doe beneficial, ought invariably to 
1 be cheriſhed with affection, or preſerved 
With fidelity ; they muſt maintain that 
- junction to be honourable: by which 

each of the contraſting parties muſt re- 
nounce their moſt ſacred opinions, or 


1 
8 


4 belye their moſt ſolemn - _ profeſſions : 
1 they muſt prove it to be the ſame to 
= 5 F lay aſide a particular fantanent.; or mea- 


2 i ſure, from the conviction of experience, 
| -and totally to reverſe our princi iples from 


the impulſe of convenience or ambition. 
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If, therefore, in the political as in the 
moral conduct of mankind, conſiſtency 
appears the beſt, the moſt unequivocal 
: proof of ſincerity ; if every ſlight devia- 
tion from the path of rectitude ought 

to be viewed with the eye of inquiſition, 
5 and watched with the jealouſy of diſ- 
truſt; with what ſentiments Gn we 
obſerve a tranſaction, in which circum- 
ſtances the moſt unnatural, and motives 
the moſt ſuſpicious, fo ſtrikingly com- 
bine? But when the nature of ſuch a 
confederacy i is aſcertained ; when it ap- 
pears manifeſtly to have its ſource in 
the rapacity of avarice and ambition, 
when its objects are avowed withouy g 
; ſhame, and its meaſures purſued with- 
out compunction, will the indignation 
of our country leep ? will not its ven- 
| geance purſue thoſe men who, by un- 
D2 natural 
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natural aſſociations and profligate cabals, 


have juſtly forfeited the confidence of 
the people, and who, unloved by their 


ſovereign, and unſupported by the gene · 
ral ſenſe of the nation, would, by the 
prevalence of faction alone, ſeize the 


power, and ſhare the emoluments of go- 
vernment ? 


It has been ſaid that the example of 
the year 1757 pointed out the neceſſity, | 
as well as juſtified the meaſure, of form- 


ing the preſent confederacy. But will 
the fortunate arrangements of that period 


bear the leaſt analogy to the tranſac- 
tions of this day? can the adminiſtra- 
tion formed at that juncture, be ſo pro- 
| perly termed a coalition of parties, aa 
a ſubmiſſion of all parties to the ſuperior 

ability and commanding virtue of Mr. 


Pitt! 0 


( 21 ) 
Pitt? called to the direction of her coun- 
cils by the genuine wiſhes, the united 
voice, of his country, that illuſtrious 
ſtateſman neither ſought the attainment 
of power by a combination with men 
: whoſe principles he had ſeverely reproba- 
ted, whoſe meaſures he had uniformly 5 
oppoſed : nor, when he had attained it, 
did he ſuffer ſuch men to have : any effi- 
cient ſhare in his upright and conſiſt- 
ent adminiſtration. Have the advocates | 
of faction ſo little decency, are they ſo 
warmly ſolicitous of their own degrada- 
tion, as to throw their conduct into a 
deeper ſhade by ſuch. an unfortunate, > 
ſuch an bumiliating compariſon ? com- 
pariſons, indeed, might have been more 


prudently avoided, on the preſent occa- 


ſion; leſt they ſhould remind us of ſome _ 


| occurrences in hiſtory more nearly ap- 
__ " plicable 
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plieable to the views and motives of 


this new confederacy : leſt ſome of their 


diſtinguiſhed leaders ſhould recall to our 


memory the Roman triumvirs, not in- 


_ deed yielding up their friends, but mu- 

tually relinquiſhing their principles as 
the baſis, and cement of, this virtuous 
combination ! 


Andhere we may venture to delineate, 


m imagination, the expectations that uni- 
ted, and the transformations that attend- 
ed theſe contraſted candidates for mini- 
ſterial importance, Impelled by ambi- 
tion, retarded however by jealouſy, we ; 


may behold them in the midnight con- 


verſe. Fixed on their own aggran- 


dizement, and careleſs of former profeſ- 


fions, the lines of diſcrimination are de- 


faced. The * of regal influence 


iS 
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is heard no more,—the auſtere, the mea- 
gre traits of reformation and ceconomy | 
are ſoftened, —the voice of the people 
isfilent, —with extorted condeſcenſion, or 
with feigned reluctance, the ſcroll of 
 proſcription is prepared. The general 
ſupremacy of parliament, the retrench- f 
ment of national expenditure, the ſyſtem i 
of equal repreſentation, are mutually 
relinquiſhed Damm d with a ſpot | 
alike!” But they dare not aſſume the 
honeſt ſpirit of declared hoſtility. The 


once darling favourites of their hearts 


afſert their claim to the mock protection 


| of affected zeal. An inſidious ſupport 


1s yielded by Ei to popular expectation, 


—a real dereliction is decreed. The | 

| ſacrifice of infamy, like an offering to 
- Dis and Erebus, 18 perpetrated i in ſecrecy, 
and in | filetice. : Nature, however, took 
Stan: 
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there might exiſt injuries too rancor- 


4 
the al arm The Weſtminſter electors 


were aſtoniſhed !—the — alliance 
was confounded ! * 


9 hs canes ululare fer 29 


Thus much with reſpect to the merits 


and motives of the two parties that form 
the preſent coalition, It may not be im- 
proper to add ſome further remarks on 
the virtue their reſpeive leaders have 
ſhewn, on the credit they have individu- 
ally acquired, by this bleſſed alliance. | 
The meek . endurance of inſults, the 
charitable oblivion of 1 injuries, were, in- 
deed, at all times ſtriking features in 
the noble premier of the old admini- 


tration. It was, however, conceived 


there might be inſults too ignominious, 


* nl. 4 WIPE" 


ous 


EE SD 
ous and cruel for the exerciſe of even 
his uncommon gentleneſs and forbear- 
_ ance. But his lordſhip has improved 
upon the ſcriptural doctrine of charity: 


he not only forgives his enemies, but 


prefers them to his old connections and 


principles, and, with the amiable grace 


of humility, | biſſes the very rod he had 
. frequently, and ſo ſeverely felt. 
Neither is his gratitude to a maſter, who 


10 long had cheriſhed, ſo amply had re- 


warded his ſervices, the leaſt conſpicu- 


ous part of his lordſhip's character. 


By a voluntary union with that party 


who are generally deemed the moſt 


obnoxious, and perhaps have ſhewn 


themſelves the leaſt reſpeAful, to their 


ſovereign, he has demonſtrated how far 
the ſenſe of paſt kindneſs has influence 
in his breaſt : by deſcending. from the 
higheſt rank to * ſubordinate ſtation 1 in 


E party, 
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party, by becoming a ladder to the am- 


bition of his enemies, by ſtipulating for 


lucrative emoluments rather than effec- 


tive power, he has enabled us to diſcern 


the true motive of his perſeverance in 


an unpopular adminiſtration, and his 


acceſſion to a till more unpopular con- 


| federacy. 


Of his new ally, though once diſtin- 
guiſhed enemy, it is difficult to ſpeak 


in a manner that has not occured to 
every unprejudiced mind—in language 
that has not been anticipated by almoſt 
every news- paper. Not to dwell, there- 
fore, on the palpable contradiction be- 
tween his former invariable hoſtility, 
and his preſent convenient friendſhip ; ; not 
to preſs him to the choice of being 
branded as a calumniator of innocence, 
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or detected as an aſſociate of guilt; not 


to remind him of that event on the 


— 


completion of which he ſolemnly devot- 


ed himſelf to contempt and infamy; I. 
would merely deſire to know, whether 
a coalition, between parties of adverſe 
principles and meaſures, has always been 
29 ſo favourite an object of his heart. We 
have heard that hot a twelvemonth ago, 
a ſimilar ſuggeſtion was received with 
| indi gnation, and ſpurned with contempt ; 7 
we have been informed that, even at a 
ſubſequent period, it was vehemently 
urged againſt Lord Shelburne that he 
had adopted the principles, and would 
probably reſtore the perſons, of the old 
adminiſtration. From declarations like 
theſe, it ſhould ſeem, there are caſes in 
which an union with ſuch men may be 5 
ſtigmatized as infamous ; from the pre- fo 


ſent 


( 28 ) 


ſent tranſactions it appears there are 
alſo caſes in which it may be celebrated 
as juſt and meritorious. Will the advo- 
| cates of this gentleman furniſh us with 
5 criterion which may aſcertain the diſ- 
tinction? Or will they ſuffer us to con- 
clude ſuch an union to be laudable in 
thoſe caſes alone, where it is neceſſary | 
to the acquiſition of emoluments and 


power? 


One apology, indeed, has been al- 


ledged, which appears ſomewhat of an 
extraordinary nature; it is ſaid, that the 


contentions of theſe party leaders had 


their origin in political, not in perſonal 
difference; and that it was not the man, 
but the miniſter, whom Mr. Fox ſo in- 
5 ceſſantly, and ſo indecently attacked. 
This circumſtance, perhaps, might af- 


ford 


(ww) 


ford a motive for private reconciliation 
and amity, but is ſurely one of the 
ſtrongeſt arguments againſt an union of 
public meaſures and intereſts. | Vet, 
unfortunately, even this does not appear 
to be quite accurate in point of fact; by 
adverting to the debates, it ſhould ſeem, 
that the original ſource, at leaſt, of their 
long and bitter animoſity, was a dila- 
EO greement in ſome private tranſaction. 
Mr. Fox is there repreſented to have 
been called to order, for expreſſions that 
charged the noble lord with the loweſt 
and the blackeſt treachery. 


That inconſiſtency ſo obvious, that 
motives ſo notorious, ſhould U.. ave alice 
nated. many reſpectable friends, ſcems 
Jeſs a matter of ſurprize, than that a 
few ſuch perſons ſhould ſtill be retained 
by -- 


( 3) 


by the ſpecious pretences of eloquence, 


or the devices of hereditary ſubtlety ; but 
our aſtoniſhment will ſomewhat abate, 
when we conſider the peculiar qualities 
| and character of the diſtinguiſhed gen · 
tleman to whom 1 allude—<* Habet qui- 
« dem multa vitia, babet etiam multa . 
1 mulacra virtutum: * his affected in- 
difference to pecuniary matters, his ha- 
bitual contempt of prudential maxims 
in private life, has, in the minds of ſu- 
perficial obſervers, preſerved his public 
conduct from the imputation of inte- 
| reſted meanneſs, or ſelfiſh rapacity—in 
him, roughneſs of manners has worn 
the ſemblance of fincerity and candour ; 


the vehemence of paſſion has been miſ- f 


taken for the confidence of truth; and = 


the preſumption of factious zeal, for 
the ſpirit of manly virtue. 


5 
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It may be proper to add a few words 


reſpecting the purpoſe which avowedly 


actuated, and the conſequences likely to 


attend this wonderful confederacy. Its 


confeſſed object was, the deſtruction of 
the earl of Shelburne's authority, and 
the eſtabliſhment of a new and (as they 


E pretend) a more popular adminiſtration. 


Though a full juſtification of that mi- 
niſter appears needleſs to the comple- 
tion, and was remote from the | intention, 


of theſe curſory remarks, yet, juſtice 


compels us to obſerve, that, in the ge- 


neral ſenſe of mankind, neither his prin- 
- ciples or public meaſures have yet been 
7 proved to deſerve ſuch ſeverity of cen- 

ſure, or acrimony of oppoſition ; nor 

had his adminiſtration hitherto appeared 
ſo fertile in pernicious counſels, ſo 
pregnant in dangerous effects, as to re- 


quire 
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quire the junction of unnatural leagues, 
and the formation of factious cabals to 
diſſolve it. The ſyſtem of national æco- 


nomy, commenced during the Rock- 
ingham adminiſtration, had been pre- 


ſerved, nay, improved by lord Shel- 


* 


4 burne, with aſſiduity and zeal ; the re- 


duction of miniſterial influence was his 
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in its contracted late would he apply it 
to his own. preſervation. and ſupport : 4 
having ſincerely approved, he warmly 
| promoted the popular, though, perhaps, 


7 viſionary ſchemes of conſtitutional i im- 
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provement, and parliamentary reform. 


One event, indeed, and one alone, 5 
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ground of direct and ſerious attack; 5 
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mean the peace which he had lately ef- 
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fected with the various enemies of this 
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country. 
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country. A full diſcuſſion of this nice, 


this important controverſy, is neither 
within the limits of our deſign, nor, 
perhaps, the extent of our information. 
; But ſince it is admitted on all hands, 
: that even the preſent peace, was to be 
Preferred to a continuance of the war, 
it may at leaſt be preſumed, chat mini- 
ſters, for their own ſakes, would ſtipu- 
late as honourably and beneficially for 
their country, as its ſituation, and the 
temper of its enemies, would permit; to 
' warrant our cenſure of ſuch a tranſaction, 
the contrary of this ought to appear be- 
yond all poſſibility of queſtion or diſ- 
pute; and we may ſurely be allowed to 
doubt, whether a meaſure which ap- 
peared i in general agrecable to the wiſhes, 
and conſonant to the expectations of the 


people, which independent corporate 
te bodies 


( 34 ) 
bodies had commended, and reſpectable 


trading cities approved, has received a 
candid, * diſpaſſionate, and a mature 
conſideration, from all thoſe who in par- 
liament were ſo cager to condemn it. 
Vet, whatever errors might have been 
obſerved, whatever miſchiefs appre- 
hended from the meaſure. in queſtion, 
nothing pernicious was imputed to its 
deſign, nothing criminal to its motive; 3 
nothing, therefore, that could juſtify a 
prepoſterous union between the boaſted. 
ſupporters, and the once reputed enemies 
of conſtitutional liberty. l 


The probable conſequences of 
ſuch an union, it requires no ex- 
traordinary wiſdom, no uncommon 
foreſight, to predict. If the Rocking- 
ham party, regardleſs of the oppoſite 

views and intereſts of their new aſſo- 


clates, 


635 


ciates, ſhould ſeriouſly and ſincerely 


| purſue a popular ſyſtem of government, = 
by what tic will they ſecure the con- 
currence of ſuch aſſociates, unleſs by 
the all-powerful motive of intereſt? Yet, 8 
will the reduced ſtate of miniſterial pa- 
tronage—will the exhauſted finances of 
the mation, admit ſuch a diſtribution of 
emoluments, as ſhall at once reward the 
fidelity of tkeir old friends, and feed 


the rapacity of their new connections? 
Neither, ſhould they attempt the taſk, 


will they find it an eaſy matter to go- 
vern by rectitude of meaſures alone; 1 
having once adopted the ſupporters of a 
different principle, and diſcarded thoſe 
friends with whom they had formerly | 
united in a pure and uncorrupt admi- | 
niſtration. What, therefore, are the 
nation to expect from a miniſtry thus 
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compoſed ? or what ſkill (to uſe the ex- 


preſſion of a great writer) can amal- 


45 gate bodies of ſuch heterogenous 


* qualities P Can we indulge a ratio- 
nal hope, that public ſpirit in our 
rulers, that harmony in our ſyſtem of 


government, will in any degree reſtore ; 


the credit and proſperity of Britain? Do 


we not rather anticipate the period, 


when the fiend of diſcord ſhall again rear 


its head with redoubled horror! ? when 


the weakneſs of diſtracted councils, the 


fury of contending lactions, ſhall again 


expoſe us to the derificn of ſurrounding 


Nations, and the contempt of mankind ? # 


when the few upright aud independent 
ſpirits that remain, fick with the diſ- 
putes, ſhamed with the profligacy of 
party, ſhall recede from public life, and 

abandon 


6.40 3 
abandon in deſpair the intereſts of their 


country. 


Yet, the period of deſpair may till be 
far removed, if thoſe whom prejudice 
alone ſeduces from the cauſe of virtue, 
whoſe conduct the attachment of party, 
not the meanneſs of ſelf-intereſt, con- 
trouls, would diſpaſſionately examine 


| the candidates for power, and, uniting 
only with the pureſt charaQers, direct 


their attention to the pureſt and nobleſt 


8 purſuits, Nor are ſuch characters want- 


ing, in whom ſplendid abilities combine 


with manly and conſiſtent | integrity ; 


who. purſue the track of honour, not 
through the ſubtle mazes of party cabal, 


but in the direct road of ſincerity and 


virtue ; ſuch, it has been generally al- 


lowed, Was the venerable carl of Chat- 


ham; 
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ham ſuch may we promiſe to ourſelves in 
the ripening talents and virtues of his ſon: 
the natural endowments of eloquence, 


the almoſt intuitive acquiſition of ſci- 


ence, the comprehenſive ſcope of un- 


derſtanding, miraculous as they appear 


at ſuch a period of life, are but orna- 


5 ments that more fully diſplay the ami- 


able rectitude of his principles, and 


genuine purity of his heart: in him the 
blaze of hereditary genius, the glow of 
conſcious fincerity, diffuſe a milder and 


more temperate light, corrected. by the 


ſocial qualities of his diſpoſition, and 


: ſoftened by the gentleneſs of his nature ; 
on him alone may Independence and 


Integrity turn their eyes, wearied by the 
intrigues, nauſeated by the pretences of 
intereſt and of faction. 


To 


* 


To collect into one point of view the ry 


ſentiments of all impartial men, upon 

the preſent extraordinary coalition, is 

the humble, but honeſt purpoſe of theſe 
remarks. H ypocriſy may at firſt de- 
ceive— fair profeſſions may for a time 
delude, the prejudice of party zeal, and 


the blind credulity of friendſhip : but 
the artifices of ſubtlety may yet be de- 


tected the effrontery of profligacy may 
yet be abaſhed—the | voice of reaſon, 


and of jultice, may yet prevail. 
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